Beriplex P/N: an alternative to fresh frozen plasma in severe haemorrhage.
The management of Jehovah's Witnesses suffering from severe haemorrhage can be very difficult. Those patients who are taking oral anticoagulant therapy pose an additional risk and the difficulty may be compounded by the development of coagulopathy. Several alternatives to blood products have been reported to be useful in this situation. We report the successful management of an emergency postsurgical wound bleeding in a Jehovah's Witness using Beriplex (a concentrate of factors II, VII, IX and X). The patient, who was taking warfarin, presented 10 days after an elective laminectomy with significant bleeding from the surgical wound and coagulopathy. Despite early surgical measures, there was continuing haemorrhage. This was arrested by giving Beriplex intra-operatively. To our knowledge this is the first reported case of the use of Beriplex in a Jehovah's Witness for control of emergency haemorrhage and coagulopathy.